A Statement from the Presiding Archbishop of the
LuxUmbrian Church on the overturning of Roe v. Wade:

_________________________________________
One week ago, the Supreme Court released its decision in the
case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The
court has overturned the constitutional right to abortion that
was recognized in the seminal 1973 case Roe v. Wade.
This decision has institutionalized inequality because those
with access to resources will be able to exercise their moral judgment in ways that
those without the same resources will not.
This is a pivotal time for our nation, and I acknowledge the pain, fear, and hurt that
so many feel right now. As a church, we stand with those who will feel the effects of
this decision— now, and in the weeks, months, and years to come. And make no
mistake, those who feel the effects will not only be those who can become pregnant.
The Roe decision was based upon a perceived right to privacy, and this is what the
current Supreme Court of the United States has struck down. This right to privacy is
a "load-bearing wall" upon which other rights have been established - same-sex
marriage, interracial marriage, the freedom of consenting adults to do as they will
within the privacy of their intimacies, rights for Trans members of our society - in
fact, all legislation affording LGBTQ+ members of this country equal rights under
our laws - all of these are set up to fall like dominoes. Indeed, the Supreme Court
has even indicated that they are all next on the docket.
This decision creates gender, racial, and economic injustice for all Americans. It
draws deeper lines between those who have means and those who do not. Those
who are marginalized, and those who are not. It creates geographical disparities that
erase equal access and opportunity to healthcare and "life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness."
Moreover, this decision, coming as it does on the heels of a decision that fuels,
rather than tamps down the wildfire of gun violence in the United States, is beyond
disturbing. Our Supreme Court should, in the broadest sense, work to make all
Americans safer and more secure, not to make life more dangerous and difficult for
all. It should not be the case that the state where one lives, one’s race, gender
identification, orientation, or economic status determines how full and free one’s life
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is. The Supreme Court’s decision opens the door to a patchwork landscape across
our country, marked by varying degrees of inequality.
To be perfectly and unequivocally clear, this Church affirms the individual right to
privacy for all. It affirms that ALL reproductive healthcare, including abortion,
should be safe and accessible to all, and should be medically informed and not
legislatively dictated, or judicially restricted.
In this statement - I have said nothing new. Nothing groundbreaking. Yet, they are
words that need to be said and heard. They lead us, though, to ask: what now? What
do we do? What CAN we do?
The overturning of Roe v. Wade is a call for our church to rise above the fray, to
offer words of support and hope amid emptiness and despair and to advocate for all
those who are unjustly affected and unfairly harmed. Though the road to restoring
justice in its wake will be long and will require tremendous conviction, compassion,
kindness to one another, and self-care - it is the road upon which we travel, alone if
we must, with others when we can.
As our Statement of Principles says,
"The Morning Star, in both His aspects [...] is not and has never been neutral but has
always been committed to the realization of earthly freedom for the oppressed.
Therefore, the church as a body affirms the universal struggle toward social and
political liberation that wells up from the deepest moral and religious commitments
of humanity, and ultimately from the divine spark within all of Creation."

Their Eminence, the Most Rev. Dr. James Foster
In Ecclesia, Barnabas,
Presiding Archbishop of the Church of Light and Shadow
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